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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the Ages, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

We continue to ask You to be with us 
here in the people’s House. Political 
energy is high, yet we ask that You 
bless the Members with a surfeit of 
wisdom and discernment as they con-
tinue toward the end of the first ses-
sion. 

May the work to be completed result 
in blessings for our Nation in the fund-
ing of the government for the next 
year. 

Finally, please send a healing spirit 
upon this assembly, upon our Nation. 
Much harsh language and accusation 
have been heard in the Chamber; help 
us all to be ambassadors of peace and 
reconciliation, so that all Americans 
might have hope in a united future. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant the section 
7(a) of House Resolution 758, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. TORRES of California led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5377, RESTORING TAX FAIR-
NESS FOR STATES AND LOCAL-
ITIES ACT 

Mrs. TORRES of California, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 116–357) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 772) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5377) to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to modify the limitation on deduc-
tion of State and local taxes, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

ELECTING CERTAIN MEMBERS TO 
A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 773 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM: Ms. 
Porter and Ms. Haaland. 

Mr. JEFFRIES (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be considered as 
read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUELLAR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND 
REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM, 

Washington, DC, December 17, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: I write to notify 
you and the House of Representatives of the 
initiation by the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform of judicial proceedings pursuant 
to H. Res. 497 and H. Res. 430. The Committee 
has initiated the following civil action: 

Committee on Oversight and Reform, U.S. 
House of Representatives v. Barr, No. 1: 19– 
cv–03557, filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia on November 26, 
2019. 

Sincerely, 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, 

Chairwoman. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE 
AND CORRUPTION—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116– 
87) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
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